Dear  Friend, 


Well,  we  have  put  together  another  exciting  auction  of  genuine  Bible 
coins  in  all  price  ranges.  Please  look  over  this  offering  carefully 
and  bid  generously  on  those  pieces  that  you  would  like  to  acquire. 

As  a guide  we  have  given  an  estimate  of  the  approximate  current  price 
of  each  lot.  You  may  bid  higher  or  lower  than  the  estimates,  but  if 
you  seriously  want  anything  we  recommend  a bid  of  10%-20%  higher 
than  the  estimate.  Please  note  that  we  will  reduce  all  winning 
bids  whenever  possible  to  a small  increment  above  the  next  highest 
bid. 

I have  finally  persuaded  Ira  Goldberg  to  reveal  some  of  his  inner 
secrets  about  the  coin  market,  which  he  has  acquired  as  one  of  the 
most  active  and  respected  dealers  of  ancient  numismatics  in  the 
world.  I just  want  to  add  a few  words.  While  Ira  refers  only  to  the 
ancient  Judaean  silver  coins,  this  is  not  to  neglect  the  bronzes. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  while  the  values  of  the  silver  coins  have 
remained  steady  for  a number  of  years,  choice  bronzes  have  been 
steadily  advancing.  The  bronze  coins  are  rarely  found  in  hoards, 
as  have  the  silver  shekels,  tetradrachms , etc.  Genuine  ancient 
bronze  "mites"  and  larger  denominations  are  available  in  every  price 
range. 

I strongly  believe  that  the  exciting  and  historic  Bible  coins  should 
not  be  pushed  as  just  another  "hedge  against  inflation"  as  are  so 
many  collectibles  these  days.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it's  nice 
knowing  that  the  genuine  ancient  coin  that  has  its  story  to  tell, 
also  should  hold  its  own  as  the  dollar  continues  to  lose  its  value. 
Any  member  of  the  BNS  wishing  personalized  collecting  or  investing 
advice  is  invited  to  drop  me  a note  and  I will  be  happy  to  try  to 
be  of  assistance. 

To  bid  at  this  sale,  just  note  the  lot  numbers  and  your  bids  on 
a piece  of  paper  with  your  name,  BNS  number,  and  address.  Send  it 
to  us  in  the  postage  paid  envelope  supplied.  Winners  will  be 
notified  to  remit  payment.  Please  send  your  bids  within  two  weeks. 


Cordially, 


Mel  Wacks 


P.S.  Photographs  of  most  lots  follow  the  descriptions. 
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THE  CURRENT  STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  AND  MARKET  CONDITIONS  OF  JEWISH 
SHEKELS,  TETRADRACHMS  AND  DENARII,  ETC. 


By:  Ira  M.  Goldberg 


For  the  past  dozen  years  I have  averaged  two  or  three  trips  to  the 
Holy  Land,  always  in  pursuit  of  biblical  and  ancient  coins.  The  bronze 
coins  have  always  been  scarce,  especially  in  choice  condition.  They 
were  scarce  ten  years  ago,  and  are  even  more  scarce  today.  This  is  not 
true  with  the  silver  coins.  During  my  first  trip,  which  was  after  the 
1967  Yom  Kippur  War,  a lot  of  bronze  pieces  entered  the  market  place. 
This  was  due  primarily  to  the  tilling  of  the  land  in  the  expanded 
territories  acquired  by  Israel  as  a result  of  the  war. 

Most  of  the  coins  are  found  by  the  bedouins,  who  have  a well  organized 
network.  The  nomadic  bedouin  tribes  are  broken  down  to  various  areas. 
Certain  bedouins  are  in  charge  of  jewelry  finds,  others  are  in  charge 
of  coin  finds.  These  coin  finds  initially  find  their  way  into  the 
Damascus  market  place,  Jerusalem,  Lebanon  and  various  other  ports. 

The  bedouins,  because  they  speak  the  same  Arab  languages,  feel  closer 
with  the  other  Arabs  in  the  region,  and  have  been  able  to  do  business 
with  them  for  centuries.  Thus,  the  original  source  for  most  ancient 
Jewish  coins  are  Arab  merchants. 


In  my  trips  to  this  part  of  the  world,  I have  dealt  directly  with 
the  bedouin  headmasters.  Many  times  I have  waited  while  the  bedouins 
come  in,  three  or  four  together,  and  have  bought  coins  within  hours 
of  them  having  come  out  of  the  ground J I remember  one  clump  I saw 
in  1968  when  I was  in  my  early  twenties  on  my  first  trip  to  Israel. 

It  was  done  in  a very  clandestine  manner,  late  at  night.  I was  scared 
half  to  death.  I was  offered  a group  of  Bar  Kochba  tetradrachms  at 
$600  a piece.  I didn't  even  know  if  the  coins  were  genuine  or  not. 

I said  I would  buy  four  and  they  proceeded  to  actually  take  a chisel 
and  knock  a piece  of  the  clump  away  and  we  figured  that  was  four 
coins.  By  the  time  I got  back  to  the  U.S.,  I put  the  coins  in 
sulphuric  acid.  There  were  four  tetradrachms  and  three  or  four 
denarii  inbetween.  I went  back  six  months  later  and  of  course  the 
hoard  had  been  completely  dispursed. 


Silver  coins,  the  shekels  of  the  first  revolt,  the  Bar  Kochba  tetra- 
drachms and  denarii,  have  always  been  reasonably  plentiful.  The 
prices  of  these  coins  have  remained  fairly  steady  for  the  past  dozen 
years  due  to  the  hoards  that  have  been  found.  On  each  of  my  trips 
to  Israel  I always  saw  "fresh"  pieces.  I would  probably  see  at 
least  three  or  four  different  groups  of  shekels  numbering  anywhere 
from  ten  pieces  at  a time;  on  my  last  trip  I saw  a total  of  171 
shekels!  The  tetradrachms  are  never  quite  as  prevalent  as  the  shekels. 
As  of  the  last  couple  years,  shekels  are  about  $1000  a piece  when 
bought  in  quantity  from  Arab  sources;  the  denarii  are  two  or  three 
hundred  dollars  a piece.  Once  in  a while  you  will  find  a rare  variety 
in  the  wholesale  lots,  one  that  is  retrograde  or  one  that  has  been 
struck  a little  differently,  but  most  of  these  merchants,  Arabs  and 
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bedouins,  are  no  dummies.  They  all  have  Meshorer  catalogs,  Reifenberg's 
book,  and  they  know  the  common  coins  from  the  scarce  ones.  They  know  a 
dated  tetradrachm  from  an  undated  one,  or  a dated  denarius  from  an  undated 
denarius,  and  they  know  a rare  year  one  shekel  from  a two  year  or  three. 

Back  in  the  late  1960 's  and  early  1970 's,  it  was  possible  to  see  a hoard  of 
shekels,  year  two's  and  three's,  or  more  rarely  (perhaps  10%)  you  would  find 
a year  one  at  a good  price.  However,  this  is  no  longer  the  case.  Also,  a 
dozen  years  ago  you  would  see  half  shekels.  I don't  believe  I have  seen  a 
half  shekel  hoard  in  the  last  five  years.  The  half  shekels  are  truly  a very 
scarce  coin,  and  when  found,  they  never  seem  to  be  in  the  state  of  preservation 
of  the  shekels.  They  are  always  in  a lower  more  circulated  condition.  This 
proves  to  me  that  they  must  have  been  struck  in  far  smaller  quantities  than 
the  shekels. 

On  the  last  three  or  four  trips  I made  to  Israel  I found  it  increasingly 
difficult  to  buy  any  Jewish  silver  coins  I I firmly  believe  that  these  sources 
are  drying  up.  The  land  has  been  tilled  and  it  is  far  more  unlikely  that  any 
large  new  hoards  will  be  found. 

When  dealing  with  the  Arab  merchants,  you  have  to  put  a price  on  the  material. 
Everything  is  sold  in  groups.  For  example,  if  you  are  looking  at  a hoard 
of  shekels,  you  can  not  ask  them  what  they  want  for  it.  You  have  to  make  an 
offer  and  they  will  contact  you  later.  They  have  to  talk  to  their  counterparts 
or  whoever  else  they  have  to  advise,  because  the  one  merchant  may  be  repre- 
senting six  or  seven  different  people  on  a find.  They  contact  you,  the  price 
always  has  to  be  negotiated  and  you  never  really  know  that  you  have  a deal 
until  the  coins  are  actually  in  your  hands.  There  were  many  times  where  we 
agreed  on  a price  and  the  coins  were  never  delivered  to  me  as  agreed  upon. 

I would  get  a phone  call  or  a telegram,  make  a trip  to  Israel,  and  the  coins 
were  nothing  like  they  were  described  to  me.  So  you  never  really  know  what 
you  are  getting  until  the  transaction  is  completed.  At  times,  this  can  be 
a very  frustrating  experience.  What  will  happen  is  you  will  see  a group, 
like  the  171  shekels  I saw.  I viewed  them  and  made  my  offer  which  I believe 
was  $900  a coin.  Twenty  percent  of  the  hoard  was  probably  superb  EF's, 

20%  had  chisel  marks  with  faults,  and  maybe  60%  of  the  hoard  would  cleanup 
to  be  VF-EF.  With  all  coins  uncleaned,  you  had  to  take  a chance  when  you 
bought  a hoard  like  this.  There  were  no  year  one  shekels,  only  year  two's. 

I saw  this  hoard  and  they  told  me  they  would  advise  me.  In  three  days  a merchant 
contacted  me  and  I saw  about  thirty  coins,  definitely  from  the  same  hoard 
with  the  same  toning.  Another  day  I was  shown  twenty- two  pieces, 
definitely  from  the  same  hoard.  The  competing  Arab  dealers  would  try  to 
con  each  other  out  of  the  sale  or  try  to  get  a higher  price  from  me,  I was 
never  quite  sure.  The  result  was  that  I never  was  able  to  buy  one  coin  from 
the  hoard J I have  been  back  twice  since  and  was  told  that  a German  coin 
dealer  purchased  the  entire  hoard  and  he  then  sold  them  to  a museum  intact. 

I cannot  confirm  this,  but  I do  know  the  coins  are  no  longer  on  the  Israeli 
market.  I have  numerous  contacts  in  major  cities  in  Israel,  as  well  as 
throughout  Europe,  who  are  on  the  lookout  for  Jewish  coins.  Nothing  new  has 
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come  to  light.  There  have  been  no  new  recent  hoards. 

I firmly  believe  that  the  time  to  buy  these  coins  is  now.  My  advice  is  that 
any  half  shekel  that  can  be  purchased,  in  any  grade,  VF  or  better,  should  be 
bought.  Any  half  shekel  is  worth  at  least  $2000.  Any  year  one  shekel  is 
extremely  scarce  and  I would  say  could  be  worth  several  thousand  dollars. 

Year  one  shekels  are  nonexistent  in  Israel.  Any  year  one  shekel  that  can  be 
purchased  for  under  $3000  I feel  is  a good  buy.  Year  two  and  three  shekels 
are  really  the  only  coins  available,  but  are  not  to  be  found  on  the  Israeli 
market.  The  coins  that  you  occasionally  see  are  coins  that  are  reappearing 
from  old  collections  or  coming  out  of  investor ' s hands  but  nothing  new  has 
been  coming  out  of  the  ground  of  late.  Any  year  two  or  three  shekel  that  can 
be  purchased  in  EF  condition  around  the  $1500  level,  I think  is  an  excellent 
buy.  Consider  that  these  coins  have  barely  gone  up  in  the  past  ten  years, 
while  other  ancient,  foreign  and  U.S.  coins  have  gone  up  dramatically. 

I firmly  believe  that  the  ancient  Judaean  silver  shekels  and  half  shekel  coins 
have  outstanding  investment  possibilities.  Denarii  are  also  quite  scarce  and 
I have  not  seen  any  new  hoards  of  these  either , although  they  are  the  most 
common  silver  coins  of  ancient  Israel.  Any  dated  coin  is  far  scarcer  than 
the  undated,  or  so  called  year  three  denarius.  If  you  can  find  a well  struck, 
full  legend  denarius , minted  by  Bar  Kochba  around  the  $400  level,  it  is  an 
excellent  buy.  The  scarcer  ones  are  worth  considerably  more,  such  as  dated 
ones  struck  from  muled  reverses  and  those  with  retrograde  inscriptions. 

For  the  past  dozen  or  so  years  I have  probably  sold  more  shekels,  tetradrachms 
and  silver  denarii  than  virtually  anyone  else  in  the  coin  business.  I personally 
must  have  handled  250  to  300  shekels  and  maybe  100  to  150  tetradrachms,  and 
have  seen  hundreds  more.  Of  all  the  tetradrachms  I have  handled,  less  than  1% 
or  2%  are  coins  that  I would  call  superb.  If  you  can  find  tetradrachms  that 
are  completely  struck  with  all  lettering  clear  and  sharp,  well  centered,  I 
think  they  are  an  especially  good  buy.  And  this  is  true  with  the  over struck 
denarii  as  well.  If  you  can  get  a silver  denarius  that  has  full  lettering 
and  is  well  struck  or  shows  some  of  the  underlying  coin,  I think  these  are 
the  coins  to  buy. 

To  summarize,  I firmly  believe  that  we  have  seen  the  last  of  the  quantities  of 
silver  Jewish  coins  that  have  appeared  in  the  past.  I feel  that  it  is  an 
excellent  time  to  purchase  these  coins.  They  certainly  are  not  going  to 
get  any  cheaper.  The  price  has  been  suppressed  by  hoard  finds  which  have  now 
been  completely  dispersed.  I am  advising  my  investors  and  collectors  if  they 
ever  have  an  opportunity  to  buy  Jewish  silver  coins,  they  might  as  well  do 
it  now  because  these  prices  are  not  going  to  stay  this  way  much  longer.  I 
firmly  believe  this  to  be  true. 


* * * 
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LOT  # 
jBERSIA 

T 521-330  B.C.  Silver  siglos.  5.6 

grams.  King  running  holding  bow  in 
one  hand,  dagger  in  the  other.  This 
is  the  only  silver  coin  mentioned 
in  the  Old  Testament.  Wacks  2. 

About  Very  Fine.  ($135.00) 

1-A  521-330  B.C.  Gold  daric.  8.21  grams. 

King  running  holding  bow  in  one 
hand,  spear  in  the  other.  These  are 
the  coins  brought  back  with  the 
Israelites  when  they  returned  from 
exile.  BMC  1-3.  Extremely  Fine  and 
Choice.  ($2500.00) 


PHOENICIA 


2  TYRE.  303  B.C.  Silver  half  shekel. 

8.75  grams.  Phoenician  God  Melqarth 
on  hippocamp,  riding  over  waves. 
Reverse:  Egyptian  style  owl  with 
crook  and  flail,  date  in  field. 
These  coins  were  accepted  as  pay- 
ment of  the  annual  Jewish  head  tax. 
About  Very  Fine.  ($225.00) 


DAEA 


3  Philisto-Arabia  type.  4th-3rd  Cen- 
tury B.C.  Small  silver  (obol?) . 

Head,  mostly  off  center.  Reverse: 

Owl,  two  inscriptions:  Greek  "Athens" 
in  retrograde  and  Hebrew  "Shahadu". 
This  design  was  copied  from  the  famous 
Athenian  tetradrachm.  It  is  most  un- 
usual to  find  a coin  with  both  Greek 
and  Hebrew  inscriptions.  Finding  out 
the  identity  of  Shahadu  would  be  a 
most  challenging  research  assignment. 
An  historic  little  coin.  Very  Fine  and 
possibly  unique.  ($2150.00) 


Hyraanus  Jj  IS 5- 104  B.C.  or  Hyroanus  II , 
63-40  B.C. 

4 Yehochanan.  Bronze  "prutah"  (mite) . 

2.05  grams.  Hebrew  inscription 

"Yehochanan  the  High  Priest  and  Com- 
munity of  the  Jews".  Reverse:  Double 
cornucopiae,  pomegranate (? ) inbetween. 
Candidate  for  the  Widow's  Mite.  Mesh 
18.  Reif  9-11.  Wacks  9.  Choice  Very 
I Fine.  ($40.00) 


Alexander  JannaeuSj  103  - 76  B.C. 

5 Small  lead  "prutah".  4.5  grams. 

Struck  on  one  side  as  usual,  with 
anchor  and  crude  inscription.  Mesh- 
orer  believes  these  very  rare  lead 
pieces  are  trial  strikes  for  the 
regular  coinage.  Mesh  7a.  Historic, 
Very  Good  and  rare.  ($150.00) 

6 Hasmonean  period.  Small  bronze  pru- 
tah (mite).  1.65  grams.  Obv:  Flower 
(lily) , ancient  Hebrew  inscription 
"Yehonatan  the  King" . Probably  one 
of  the  earliest  Jewish  coin  types. 

Mesh  5.  Reif  16.  Nice  Fine  and  rare. 
($165.00) 

7 Small  bronze  prutah  (mite).  1.9 
grams.  Hebrew  inscription,  crude 
style.  Reverse:  Double  cornucopiae, 
pomegranate  inbetween.  A well  struck 
specimen.  Important  as  an  early  Has- 
monaean  coin,  and  also  as  a candi- 
date for  the  "Widow's  Mite".  Choice 
Very  Fine.  ($40.00) 

8 2.9  grams.  Another  similar  "mite", 
but  with  normal  inscription.  Mesh 

12.  Wacks  10.  Nice  Very  Fine.  ($40.00) 

9 1.75  grams.  A third  "mite"  of  Janna-' 
eus,  with  normal  inscription.  Mesh 
12.  Wacks  10.  Nice  Very  Fine.  ($40.00) 

ROMAN  REPUBLIC 

M.  Saaurus  and  P.  Hypsaeus  58  B.C. 

10  Silver  denarius.  4.1  grams.  Naba- 
taean King  Aretas  Kneeling  and 
offering  olive  branch,  before  camel, 
REX  ARETAS  below.  Reverse:  Quadriga, 
scorpion  in  field.  Refers  to  the 
battle  for  power  between  Hyrcanus 
and  Aristobulus  in  65  B.C.  Lovely 
example  of  this  historic  coin. 

Wacks  22.  Very  Fine.  ($125.00) 

PHOENICIA 

11  TYRE.  40/39  B.C.  Silver  shekel. 

14.06  grams.  The  famous  "30  Pieces 
of  silver"  coin.  Head  of  Phoenician 
God  Melqarth.  Reverse:  Eagle  stand- 
ing on  prow  of  ship,  inscription 
"Tyre  the  Inviolatable"  and  the 
date.  Most  historic  coin  for  Chris- 
tians and  Jews.  BMC  174.  Wacks  6. 

Very  Fine.  ($500.00) 
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Herod  the  Greats  37  - 4 B.C. 


Herod  Agrippa  II ^ 61  A.D. 


12  JUDAEA.  Bronze  prutah  (mite).  2.0 
grams.  Anchor,  Greek  inscription 
"King  Herod".  Reverse:  Double  cornu- 
copiae,  caduceus  inbetween.  This  is 
an  unusually  choice  example  with  full 
inscription.  Worthy  of  a premium  bid. 
Mesh  53.  Reif  33.  Wacks  30.  Choice 
Very  Fine.  ($75.00) 

Herod  ArohelauSj  4 B.C.  - 6 A.D. 

13  Bronze  double  prutah?  2 . 95  grams . 

Double  cornucopiae,  Herod's  name  in- 
scribed. Reverse:  War  galley,  Herod 
Archelaus ' title  "Ethnarch"  inscribed 
above.  Mesh  59a.  Reif  53.  Wacks  33. 

Very  Fine  and  scarce.  ($345.00) 

Roman  Procurator  Coponius,  8/9  A.D. 

14  Bronze  prutah  (mite).  2.0  grams. 

Grain  of  barley,  KAICAPOC  around. 
Reverse:  Palm  tree  with  date.  Coponius 
was  the  first  Procurator  of  Judaea. 

Mesh  217.  Reif  119.  Wacks  43.  Fine. 
($32.50) 

Procurator  Gratus  16/17  A.D. 

15  Bronze  prutah  (mite).  1.4  grams.  In- 
scription within  wreath.  Reverse:  Three 
lilies  with  date.  Obverse:  inscription 
not  clear,  but  exceptional  reverse. 

Mesh  223.  Reif  125.  Wacks  49.  Rare  and 
Choice  Very  Fine/Very  Good.  ($140.00) 

Procurator  Pontius  Pilate^  30  - 32  A.D. 

16  Bronze  prutah  (mite).  1.4  grams.  Au- 
gur's wand,  inscription  "Tiberius 
Caesar".  Reverse:  Date  within  wreath. 
Above  average  state  of  preservation. 
Mesh  230-231.  Reif  132-133.  Wacks  56 
or  58.  Fine  Plus.  ($42.50) 

Herod  Agrippa  ly  42/43  A.D. 

17  Bronze  prutah  (mite).  3.2  grams. 
"Agrippa  I killed  James  the  brother 
of  John,  with  the  sword"  (Acts  12:2). 
Umbrella,  Greek  inscription  "King 
Agrippa".  Reverse:  Three  ears  of  bar- 
ley and  the  date  (Year  6 of  the  reign 
of  Claudius) . Mesh  88.  Reif  59.  Wacks 
37.  Sharp  Fine  with  full  inscriptions. 
($35.00) 


18 


Small  bronze.  6.5  grams.  Struck  at 
Paneas.  Commemorates  the  renaming  o 
Paneas  as  Neronias.  Obv:  Nero.  Re- 
verse: Greek  inscription  within 
wreath.  Sharp  Fine.  ($295.00) 


First  Revolt y 66/67  A.D. 


19  Silver  shekel.  13.5  grams.  This  is 
early  type  with  wide  vessel,  uneven- 
ly struck  as  is  typical  for  the  rare 
"Year  One"  shekels. .. the  first  Jewish 
silver  coins.  Obv:  Vessel,  Hebrew 
inscription  "Shekel  of  Israel"  and 
date  "One".  Reverse:  Three  budding 
pomegranates,  Hebrew  inscription 
"Jerusalem  is  Holy" . Note  that  the 
shekels  struck  in  years  2-5  all  read 
"Jerusalem  the  Holy" . This  remark- 
able rarity  is  virtually  uncircu- 
lated. Mesh  148.  Reif  137.  Wacks  63. 
Superb  Extremely  Fine  and  Rare. 
($2750.00) 

20  Another  rare  "Year  One"  shekel,  but 
of  later  style  with  narrower  vessel. 
13.9  grams.  Like  the  preceding  lot, 
this  too  is  an  exceptional  specimen 
of  the  first  Jewish  silver  coin.  ^ 
Choice  Extremely  Fine  and  rare.  " 
($2350.00) 

First  Revolty  69/70  A.D. 


21  Small  bronze  denomination  sometimes 
called  1/6  or  1/8  of  a shekel.  5.25 
grams,  popular  because  of  its  re- 
semblance to  the  silver  shekel.  Obv: 
Lulav,  Hebrew  inscription  "Year 
Four".  Reverse:  Vessel,  Hebrew  in- 
scription "For  the  Redemption  of 
Zion".  Lovely  green  patina.  Mesh  163. 
Reif  6.  Wacks  76.  Very  Fine. ($150. 00) 

22  Bronze  quarter  (shekel?) . 10.4  grams. 
Two  lulav,  Hebrew  inscription  "Year 
Four  - A Quarter".  Reverse:  Etrog 
(lemonlike  fruit) , Hebrew  inscription 
"For  the  Redemption  of  Zion".  Mesh 
162.  Reif  5.  Wacks  77.  Very  Rare  and 
Almost  Very  Fine.  ($1350.00) 
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IMPERIAL  ROME 

Vespasian  69  - 79  A.d. 

23  Bronze  sestertius.  26.6  grains.  Por- 
trait of  Vespasian.  Reverse:  Emperor 
stands  to  left  of  palm  tree,  female 
figure  representing  Judaea  mourning 
seated  to  right,  inscription  JUDAEA 
CAPTA.  A lovely  well  struck  example  of 
this  important  coin.  Most  desirable 
this  quality.  Cohen  239.  RIC  427. 

Choice  Very  Fine.  ($3500.00) 

Titus  72/73  A.D. 

24  Silver  denarius.  2.9  grams.  Mint  of 
Antioch.  JUDAEA  CAPTA  SERIES.  Obv: 

Titus.  Reverse:  Titus  standing  to  left 
of  palm  tree,  defeated  figure  of  Judaea 
to  the  right  (no  inscription) . Lovely 
portrait,  both  sides  perfectly  centered. 
A rare  Judaea  Capta  type , Ex-Knobloch 
collection.  Cohen  392.  BMC  518.  RIC 
367.  Choice  Very  Fine.  ($1250.00) 

JUDAEA 

Titus^  70  - 81  A.D. 

25  Medium  bronze.  13.2  grams.  Far  above 
average  for  this  scarce  type.  Obv: 

Titus.  Reverse:  Dejected  figure  of 
Judaea  seated  to  left  of  Roman  trophy, 
Greek  inscription  "Judaea  Capta" . Nicer 
than  the  Reifenberg  specimen.  Mesh  238. 
Reif  153.  Very  Fine.  ($395.00) 

Herod  Agrippa  II y 82  A.D. 

26  Medium  bronze.  11.65  grams.  Mint  of 
Paneas.  Rare  in  any  condition  parti- 
cularly this  choice.  Obv:  Head  of  Titus. 
Reverse:  Winged  Nike  holding  wreath  in 
one  hand,  palm  branch  in  the  other. 
Lovely  green  patina,  exceptional.  Mesh 
115.  Very  Fine/Extremely  Fine. ($750. 00) 

Emperor  Hadriany  132/3  A.D. 

27  City  of  Gaza.  Large  bronze.  14.0  grams. 
Struck  during  the  second  revolt.  Obv: 
Hadrian.  Reverse:  lo  and  City  goddess 
who  holds  cornucopiae.  Mint  of  Gaza. 
Rosenberger  68.  Choice  Very  Fine. 
($345.00) 


Bar  Koohba  Revolt y 132/133  A.D. 

28  Medium  bronze.  5.3  grams.  Obv:  Palm 
branch  within  wreath,  Hebrew  in- 
scription "Shimeon  Prince  of  Israel". 
Reverse:  Six  stringed  lyre,  Hebrew 
inscription  "Year  One  of  the  Re- 
demption of  Israel".  Mesh  172.  Reif 
192.  Very  Scarce  and  Fine  plus. 
($395.00) 

Bar  Koohba  Revolt y 133/134  A.D. 

29  Medium  bronze.  8.35  grams.  Obv:  Palm 
tree  with  seven  branches  and  two 
bunches  of  fruit,  Hebrew  inscription 
"Shimeon".  Reverse:  Vine  leaf,  in- 
scription "Year  Two  of  the  Freedom 
of  Israel".  Mesh  195.  Reif  200.  Fine 
plus.  ($200.00) 

Bar  Koohba  Revolt y 134/135  A.D. 

30  Small  bronze.  5.75  grams.  Obv:  Palm 
tree  with  seven  branches  (symboliz- 
ing the  menorah?) , Hebrew  inscription 
"Shimeon".  Reverse:  Bunch  of  grapes, 
inscription  "For  the  Freedom  of 
Jerusalem".  Mesh  215.  Reif  206.  Wacks 
92.  Scarce  and  Fine.  ($195.00) 

31  Medium  bronze.  5.9  grams.  Obv:  Palm 
branch  within  wreath,  Hebrew  in- 
scription "Shimeon  Prince  of  Israel". 
Reverse:  Three  stringed  lyre,  Hebrew 
inscription  "Shimeon".  Mesh  212. 

Reif  205.  Wacks  91.  Nice  Fine/Very 
Fine.  ($295.00) 

32  Silver  denarius.  3.3  grams.  Obv: 
"Shimeon"  within  wreath.  Reverse: 

Jug  with  handle,  palm  branch  on 
right,  Hebrew  inscription  "For  the 
Freedom  of  Jerusalem".  Mesh  202.  Reif 
181.  Nice  Extremely  Fine.  ($445.00) 

Emperor  Hadrian  130  - 135  A.D. 

33  Bronze  sestertius.  23.3  grams.  IMPOR- 
TANT JEWISH  REFERENCE  COIN.  Struck 

to  commemorate  the  visit  of  Hadrian 
to  Judaea,  where  he  refounded  the 
holy  city  of  Jerusalem  as  Aelia  Capi- 
tolina. This  visit  took  place  just 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  Bar  Kochba 
Revolt  and  was  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  that  war.  The  reverse  in- 
scription reads  "ADVENTVI  AVG 
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33  (Continued) 

IVDAEAE"  and  shows  Hadrian  receiving 
a Jewess  and  two  children,  who  are 
carrying  palm  branches.  In  the  back- 
ground a bull  stands  next  to  a sacri- 
ficial altar,  an  obvious  reference  to 
the  new  pagan  temple  that  Hadrian  had 
directed  to  be  built  on  the  site  of  the 
destroyed  Jewish  Temple  in  Jerusalem. 
Ex-Knobloch  Collection.  A lovely  speci- 
men with  full  inscription.  Wacks  89. 
Cohen  52.  BMC  1658.  RIC  894.  About 
Very  Fine.  ($3250.00) 

PERSIA 

Xusro  Ily  590  - 628  A.D. 

34  SASANIAN.  Silver  drachm.  4.2  grams. 
Xusro  conquered  Jerusalem  and  stole 
the  relic  of  the  "true  cross".  Obv: 
Portrait  of  Xusro  II.  Reverse:  Two 
attendants  on  both  sides  of  altar. 

Very  Fine.  ($30.00) 

JUDAEA 

35  Set  of  Six  Genuine  Ancient  Bible 
Coins,  103  B.C.  - 70  A.D.,  in  handsome 
custom  wallet  holder.  Includes  Atex- 
andev  Jannaeus  (Wacks  16,  Mesh  9, 

Reif  15) ; John  Hyrcanus  II  (Wacks  9, 
Mesh  18,  Reif  9);  Herod  the  Great 
(Wacks  30,  Mesh  53,  Reif  33);  Agrlppa 
I (Wacks  37,  Mesh  88,  Reif  59) ; Pro- 
curator Felix  (Wacks  61,  Mesh  234, 

Reif  136);  and  First  Revolt  (Wacks  73, 
Mesh  153,  Reif  147).  These  six  bronze 
"mites"  are  all  above  average  condi- 
tion. Very  Good/Very  Fine.  ($200.00) 


NOTE 

WINNING  BIDDERS  CAN  PAY  BY  CHECK  OR  CREDIT 
CARD.  IF  YOU  WISH,  YOU  MAY  PAY  HALF  WHEN 
NOTIFIED,  PAY  THE  BALANCE  WITHIN  60  DAYS. 
ALL  COINS  GUARANTEED  GENUINE.  SEND  IN  YOUR 
BIDS  WITHIN  TWO  WEEKS  1 GOOD  LUCK! 


SUMMER  1980  AUCTION  BID  SHEET 


NAME 

(Print) 

ADDRESS 


BNS  # 

S IGNATURE 

Please  place  my  maximum  bids  for  the 
following  lots.  I understand  that  winning 
bids  will  be  less  than  my  maximum  bids 
wherever  possible. 

LOT  # BID 


$ 


YOU  MAY  USE  THIS  BID  SHEET  OR  YOU 
CAN  SEND  THIS  INFORMATION  ON  ANOTHER 
SHEET  OF  PAPER. 


